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Comments for the Authors (continue on another sheet, if necessary): 

Review of the article entitled 
Matrine-Family Alkaloids: Versatile Precursors for Bioactive Modifications, by Xiao-hua CAI, Hongyan 
ZHANG, Bing XIE 
 
This review mainly introduces recent advances on the bioactive modifications of matrine-family alkaloids from 
derivatization at the C-13, C-14, C-15 position, opening D ring and derivatization, fusing D ring and 
derivatization, structural simplification based on matrine-family alkaloids. These studies are important for 
development of more potent candidates or therapeutic agents and disclosure of their molecular targets and 
mechanisms. 
The manuscript is within the scope of the journal, the references are properly cited and new.  
I recommend publication in the journal Medicinal Chemistry after some revision. 
 
The English language has to be improved. All the spelling and grammatical errors should be checked and 
corrected. 
 
For example, the correct spelling is plenty, achieved, Oceanic, displayed, bioactivities, semisynthetic, 
confirmed, lepidopteron, pesticide, activities, epidermis, position, conditions etc.  
 
On page 3, replace matrine derivatives with various amino groups instead of various amino group 
On page 5, replace a broad spectrum of fungicidal activities, instead of a broad spectrum fungicidal activities 
On page 8, replace  
The IC50 values of positive drug cisplatin were 6.08, 8.56 and 3.89 μmol/L, instead of was 
In Conclusion, replace modification strategies instead of modificatory strategies 
Replace is also quite urgent instead of are is also quite urgent 
Some words can be divided into two parts. 
 
The entire manuscript should be formatted according to the style of the journal. 
Put the point after the numbers of headings, as follows 
4. Derivatization of C-15 position 
7. Structural simplification 
 
In Scheme 1, replace Leontalbinine with the capital letter instead of leontalbinine 

Confidential Comments to the Editor (not for Transmission to Authors): 

This manuscript is within the scope of the journal, the references are properly cited and new.  
I recommend publication in the journal Medicinal Chemistry after some revision that I send in the comments 
for the authors. 
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All the Scheme legends should end with the point and the point should be added after the number of scheme. 
Place the legend below Scheme 5 and Scheme 27. 
Schemes 5, 10, 11, 14, 18, 20 and 36 can be divided in the separate Schemes and Tables, with the adequate 
Scheme legends and Table captions (optional). 
 
In all the Table captions, put the point after the number of Table. 
The complete caption of Table 1 should be 
Table 1. Antiviral activity of matrine analogues against TMV in vitro and in vivo, instead of 
Table 1 Antiviral activities ofmatrine analogues against TMV and in Vivo 
Delete the point at the end of Table 2 caption. 
Move to the next page caption of Table 3. 
Use either the entire word Compound or the abbreviation Compd. in all the tables. 
 
Put the numbers and the units of measure in the same row, in the entire manuscript  
For example, on page 4, 0.8 μg/ml, on page 5, 1 μg/mL, on page 8, 3.42 μmol/L, on page 11,  
14.21 μmol/L, on page 15, 14.21 μmol/L, on page 21, 8.5 μM 
 
Put the abbreviation after the complete term, at the first place where it appears in the manuscript, in the rest of 
the manuscript use either the abbreviation or complete term. 
For example, on page 20, replace anti-EBOV instead of anti-ebolavirus (EBOV) 
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