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Confidential Comments to the Editor (not for Transmission to Authors):
The article is within the scope of the journal and suitable for publication after some revision.

Comments for the Authors (continue on another sheet, if necessary):

Review of the article entitled

Simultaneous Determination of Eight Potential Q-Markers in Zishen Tongguan Capsules Based on UHPLC-
MS / MS, by Shun Liu, Xun Wang, Kaiping Zou, Wei Liu, Cunyu Li, Yunfeng Zheng, Qinmei Zhou, Guoping
Peng

In this study, a new, sensitive and specific ultra-high performance liquid chromatographic-tandem mass
spectrometric (UHPLC-MS/MS) method for the simultaneous determination of eight potential Q-Markers of
Zishen Tongguan (ZSTG) was developed and validated. The results of the investigation indicated that the
application of UHPLC-MS/MS technology provides a rapid, accurate, precise and convenient method for the
determination of multi-components (Q-Markers) with certain pharmacological activity in the Chinese herbal
compound preparation.

The article is within the scope of the journal and suitable for publication after some revision.

The English language has to be improved.

For example, on page 7, in the paragraph 2.3 Sample preparation, state: with 10 ml of methanol-water solvent
(50:50, v/v), for 30 min. The extract was diluted to the full volume with the extraction solvent.

10 ul of the filtrate was transferred into a 1.5 ml centrifuge tube; 2 ul of supernatant was injected

On page 8, by a gradient elution with the mobile phase system

On pages 10 and 11, at the flow rate of 0.2 ml/min, with the abovementioned gradient

State the complete term and the abbreviation at the first place where it appears in the manuscript, in the rest of
the text use either the abbreviation or full term.

Use one space between the numbers and units of measure, as well as at the adequate places in the manuscript,

between some words and numbers.
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Caption of Table 2 should be
The intra-day precision, repeatability and stability of the 8 analytes in ZSTG

The alignment should be corrected in Table 2 and 3.
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For example, In Table 2, place in two lines

Analytes Precision (n=6) Repeatability (n=6) Stability (n=6)
RSD (%) RSD (%) RSD (%)

Place in the same line Berberine hydrochloride and Palmatine hydrochloride within this table.
In Table 3, place in two lines

Analytes Spiked amount Mean recovery RSD
(ng) (%) (%)
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